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This booklet gathers a short text by Paola Briata and Martina Bovo
presenting our research interest and motivation for organising the cycle
of seminars, and a series of postcards of research works developed by
colleagues from the Department of Architecture and Urban Studies, that
intertwine the seminars’ topic “Migration and Urban Space”.

This work stems from a cycle of seminar funded by the Center

of Competence for Anti-Fragile Territories. CRAFT is an initiative

of the Department of Architecture and Urban Studies at Politecnico di
Milano, focused on the development of methodologies

and design approaches to address the increasing fragility

of territories and the fragmentation of decision-making arenas.
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Migration
and urban space
Plans, projects, and policies

Migration is a demographic reality that cannot be stopped with walls, A network
laws, or policies forgetting the basic principle of respect for human life.  promoted by
This is our starting point in proposing this seminar series, and a network  Paola Briata and
of researchers focused on how plans, policies, and projects can deal Martina Bovo
with contemporary societies’ multi-ethnic and multi-cultural nature.

The concept of multiculturalism we deal with takes distance from

the mainstream backlash that emerged in the 2000s (Vertovec &

Wessendorf, 2010), by looking back to the 1990s debates. In those years,
multiculturalism was framed by looking at the ethnic, religious, or cultural
backgrounds, as well as social conditions, age, gender, sexual preference,

and so on (Martiniello, 1997). In this conception, any kind of society, even

the seemingly simplest one, is multicultural. This debate has also stated

that promoting policies targeted at migrant groups without considering

issues affecting poor populations already present in a host society, may

lead to social (and spatial) injustice. Migrants' rights are a core issue,

but also the right to the city of poor groups, including an impoverished

middle class, is a core issue.

In this context, as planners and experts in urban studies, we have

dealt both with /anding spaces (Bovo, 2024), and settlements where the
migrants’ presence is significant, more stable, and visible (Briata, 2019).
Working in a School of Planning and Architecture, and a multidisciplinary
Department, we feel close to Amin’s position (2012) when arguing that
the coexistence of people with different backgrounds in contemporary
society is also a bodily exercise in the space. Observing multiculturalism
in everyday life (Wise, Velayutham, 2009), and thinking about how plans,
projects, and policies can deal with it, has become a key point in our work
(Briata, 2022). This means exploring the co-presence (Crosta, 2010) of
diverse populations in the space and learning from it and within it (Bovo,
Briata, Bricocoli, 2023).



Our seminar series has been framed also to discuss and enrich our
experiences and points of view.

1. Landing-Staying — is focused on how plans, projects, and policies can
learn from thick descriptions of multi-ethnic and multicultural contexts.
We will deal with descriptions produced through the mobilisation of a
multiplicity of viewpoints on a place, new research approaches, and new
media.

2. Which Policies and Planning Tools? — is focused on how plans,
projects, and policies could go beyond established and very criticised
ways of intervention (Fincher et al, 2014) such as social mixing policies,
the creation of ‘cultural quarters’, or other initiatives expressing the
repressive and ‘dark side’ of planning (Yiftachel, 1998).

3. What about teaching on this issue? — is focused on the need to reflect
on how younger generations of planners and designers could be helped
to deal with the specificities of plans, policies, and projects in the multi-
ethnic/ multicultural city, a still underexplored topic in planning studies,
and teaching experiences.
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Many master students also addressed the topic of Migration and Urban
Space, among the theses recently supervised by DAStU colleagues:

Right to the city, right to access education services: A Case Study of
Schools in San Siro by Aliaksandra Rameika - supervised by Maryam
Karimi; April 2024 , https://www.politesi.polimi.it/handle/10589/219265

Beyond Demographics: Redefining “ethnic” neighborhoods through
lived experiences, spatial dynamics and generational shifts by Vanessa
Ayala - supervised by Carolina Pacchi, Paola Briata and Martina Bovo;
July 2024, https://www.politesi.polimi.it/handle/10589/223338

“Because There are Other Filipinos There”- Collective Negotiations for
Spaces in Milan by Hoi Mun Yee - supervised by Massimo Bricocoli
and Martina Bovo; October 2023, https://www.politesi.polimi.it/
handle/10589/209802

Design and supply services towards human rights: how to overcome the
challenges for the realization of human rights through public services.-
supervised by Maryam Karimi and Grazia Concilio; July 2022, https://
www.politesi.polimi.it/handle/10589/191791






